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SUBJECT: Second JIC Meeting
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The attached reportAor the second meeting of the JIC
intelligence exchange session shows pretty well how this
institution is developing and raises serious questions. I
sgree with Mr, Barnard that State bears by far the larger
part of the burden, and the practical result of the meet-
ings is that service agencles obtain information from us
without our gaining any return werth speaking of. Secondly,
since all the other members have to deo is think up gquestions
while we have to provide the answers, the burden upon us
naturzlly becomes very great. For the coming week, to meef
€ll the desires of the other participants we should have to
send at least three members on different subjects, and ir
further regquests zre notified to us, we should require even
more.

The difficulty fror our own internsl point of view 1s NG
thzt we have as yet no centrel point 2t which personnel can
summarize the knowledge of the organization., We simply are
not designed orgenizationally for this kind of work - though
at & lzter date we vould hope thet an Incregszed plenning
sectior in ICC would be zble to cover most of the ground.
¥e are wondering whether, in view of this internmal diffi-
culty, we should not argune on the basis of the very poor
profits to be gained from these meetings, that they are in-
appropriste, end might be discontinued. 4n alternative, ol
course, would be to think up an in-going series of questions
which we might put to the service agencies. This, we Suspect,
would have 2 shattering effect upon the whole institution of
the Joint sessions.

May we consult with you at the esrliest moment to setile
plans, for the next meeting is already Jjust around the corner.
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On Hovember 19, in Room 4259 of Yew War Department Building, members
of State, War, ¥avy end 4ir Inteiligence agencies held a second meeting
under JIC auspices for informal discussion of topics of muitusl intersat.

The meoting opened with = statement by .Capt. Lang (Office of the Chief
of Naval Operaticns), in which he attempted to olarify ths Nevy's position
in these sessicns. The Navy, he said, did not infend to come sach time with
a prepared topic for presentation, but rather with questiocns concerning trends
noticed during the week on vhich the Navy would like the other mgencies! views.
The first of theses questions concerned the British moving their Esst Mediter-
ranesn bases to East Africa centering around Mombasa. Acoording to Havy
sources, this suggestion has now resched the Cabinat level for dscision sxd
is being pushed by high British Army circles cver opposition by the British
Navye .

Stete Department, having no British Empire or Middle East expert at
the meeting declined to comment. Col. McClane, Executive Officer for
Cole Ernis, Chief of IG, said that the Army was studying the feasibility
ol the British plan and had noted the general lack of cammnication
facilities. Except for an Zest-Fest road in the Cemeroons, and of course
the water, these were exceptionally bad. Army (ID) then mentioned that
the PEritish might be planning to consolidate a defense position in East
. Africs because of rumored uranium deposits in that area. ID, howsver, doubted
- that thers would ie any resl sbandonment of the Mediterrenesan srea, elthough
the Sudan waz known to be favored by the lower echeloms of the British Army
command «

A carry-over topic for the next meeting emerged from this discussicn
in that both the Army end Navy representatives were desircus of km
Btate's views on the politisal proasurss for and a.g;i:ut establishment of
an Empire defense system in this area.

The Havy's sscond question ooncerned the ability of the Fremoh CP
to take over the government of France, BGtats noted this for ccnsideration
at the next meeting. The Army had no comment,.

. The ¥avy's final guestion raised the issues of the validity of U8
information on the Ruszian oil position. cording to the Nuvy, a highly
placed British source had stated that the tish felt wery shalky in their
estimates on this subject. This fact had led the Navy to wonder whether
.our owt Russian oil studies should not be reexamined. I was able to inform
Capte Phelan of ONI that such a reexamination was in process and that the
results thersof would be made available to him on completicm.

Discussion on these Navy questions was necesssrily limited as Nary had
wot informed the other two agoncies in advence. It was agresd that advance
notification would be given in the future,.
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Mr. Nelson, Chief of the Korean Section of DRF (Stats), next took
the floor with a revisw of the Korean situation which was Stete's carry.
over topio from the previous moeting. The gist of ilr. YHelson's talk
waz that the EKoresan situstion was not bright, but that Soviet domination
of all Xores was not a foregons conclusion. His talk clesely paralleled
an article on ths seme subjsct in the ™Weekly Review™ of November 7.

At its conclusion Col. lumson, who spoke on this topic at the previcus
meoting, asked Mr. Nelscn his opinian of the alleged CP plan to deminsts
Eores. Mr. Nelson ssid he had heard of it, but that he doubted the
Comamisto® chances of success. Capte Fhslan then asked what the chances
wore of our building a resistance in tho South strong enoupgh to with-
stand Russian pressura from the Xorth. Mr. Nelson replied that, in

his opinion, the chances for so doing were goecd, but that it was too
early to say whether or not we had already done sce He added that hs
asgumed the Kavy meant pressure short of Rusaian military cccupation.
Ther questioned sbout the presencs of members of the Comumist 8th Roulte
Army in North Eorea, Mre Nelson ssid that thers were reports to that
effect, but that if the Chinsse were there, they would be loss welcome
to the Koreans than the Russians.

Migs Clare Eolt, Chief of the Pacific Islmda Seotlon of DRF, then
spoke cu State's prearranged topic for the dsy which was a review of
the situation in the NEI -« & subject which had been coversd extensively
in the New York Times of that morning. In the guestion period following
¥iss Eclt's talk, Gols Booth of JIC esked whethsr or not in her opiniecm
the proposed sgreement betwesn the Republic of Indonesia and the Nether-
lands Govermment mat the Indopnesian peoplest desire for gelf-dotermina-
ticne Miss Holt replied thet there was no complete gecession provisica
in the sagreement and that thersfore theoretically it did not. Col. Booth
then asked if the agreement would be attacked by Russia as another
imperialist trick. Miss Holt said that that would be diffisult if the
sgreemont wore signed by as rabid s nationalist as Soekarnoe The chief
stumbling block to amicable relations in the NEI was the aftlitude of
thé Dutch troops many of whom wers Ttrigger happy." The Navy then asked
what abs thought of morale in the Netherlands with regard to military
servics in the NEI. Missz Holt replied that service in the Indiss was
attractive to psople in the Hetherlands because of the comparatively
higher standard of living at the prosent time, Om the other hand, ahe
ssid, the Dutch youth who fought in the undsrground against ths Nasis
might question the validity of any suppressive aotion they might be
called upon ito perform. When asked about opposition to the agreement
in the Netherlends, Miss Holt sald that the conservativea wore againat
it and that s politicel storm was brewing, but that it would probably
be ratified by a majerity. The conservatives were ageinst it, she saild,
for traditicnsl reasons among which wasz a desire to protect their inmvest-
ments., Then asiked if the Indomesian Republic was desirous of engoursging
independent foreign economic relations, Miss Holt said definitely yes
and that future intelligence planning should envisicn a study on the
pros and oons of this issue.
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The Intellicence Divisicn's topio for discussion was the situation
on the northsrn Greek border. Cel. LicDowell of ID said that he felt the
Soriets wanted Greece and that he wculd like to have the other agenciest
views on the atrength of the proecommmist foress in the north of Greecs.
ICD had boen informed that the Army would speak on Greece, but had been
unable to obtain & Greak sxpert {rom DRE. This subject, therefore, alsoc
was noted as & carry-covsr for next week. Capts Lang's view on the Greek
situstion was that he felt the reporis were oxagrerabted. Col. McDowsll
did not think they were.

To surmarize the carry-over topics for State coversge at the next
meeting, these are (1) The ability of the French CP to take aver the
Govermment; (2) the political prossures for and against estedlishment
of an Empire Dafense system Iin Egxt Africay sud {3) the extent of pro-
Communigt foroces in Northern Greece.

If, in addition, the Army and Navy inform State in sdvance of
several othsr questlons that occur tc them during the week, and if
we produce ancther "hot" topic, the council chamber will be cverflowing.
On the other hand, it can be seen from the foregoing questiom that they
cover a wide variety of areas and, to do them justice in answering
requires considerabls sxpertise in each field, These mestings, of
course, are still In the preliminary stage and the chanoes are that the
oumber of questions will diminish when these initial topics of obviously
cotirming interest have been treated. The rain to State of these meetings
iz small, coming as it does largely thru what can be picked up of the
cther agencies'! frames of mind in discussion. Stats, however, must be
of congsiderable service to them since the guestions +o date have been
almost exclusively poiitical, and State’s role has been virtually that
of the final court of sppeal.
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